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October 13;""1987, INTRODUCED BY: RON SIMS 

PROPOSED NO. 87-727 

ORDINANCE NO. ~8428 

AN ORDINANCE relating to the King County Risk 
Management Program~ amending Ordinance 3581, 
Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 
K.C.C. 4.12.020 through 4.12.090, and 4.08.050. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

SECTION 1. Ordinance 3581, Section 2 and K.C.C. 4.12.020 are 

hereby amended as follows: 

Definitions. As used in this ordinance, the following words 
I 

and terms shall have the meanings set forth herein: 

A. ((~eAen-sha~~-meaft-ehe-eetlftey-aeffi~ft~Se~ae~Ve-e£€~ee~, 

eepa~emefte-e£-e~eetle~ve-aem~n~se~ae~eR,-e~-h~s-ees±~ftee~)) 

((BT)) "Chief civil deputy" shall mean the chief deputy of 

the civil division, office of the King County prosecutor, or his 

designee~ 

((e)) B. "Civil division" shall mean the civil division of 

the office of the King County prosecutor. 

C. "Claims" shall mean any claim naming the county, and/or 

its officers, employees or authorized agents while acting in good 

faith within the scope of their official duties, as a cause or 

causes of injury or damage and which alleges a tort cause of 

action and asks for money damages. 

D. ((~e~a~ms)) "Lawsuit" shall mean any lawsuit naming the 

county, and/or its officers ((e~))L employees or authorized 

while acting in good faith within the scope of their official 

duties, as defendant(s), which lawsuit alleges a tort cause of 

action and asks for money damages~ 

E. "Committee" shall mean the risk management committee 

established by Section 4.12.040~ 
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F. "Council" shall mean the King County council, as defined 

by Article 2 of the King County Charter; 

G. ,"Executive" shall mean the King County executive, as 

defined by Article 3 of the King County Charter, or his designee; 

H. "Risk Management" means a coordinated and continuous 

management process to identify potential loss exposures, to apply 

reasonable and effective risk controls and to insure that the 

financial integrity of King County is not 'impaired after a loss. 

I. "RM" shall mean the risk manager, or his designee; 

J. "Safety manager" shall mean the manag,er of the office of 

1111 safety and (( W'e~ltfflen.Ls)) workers compensation,' ( (eem:tft:tse~ae:ten) ) 

12 II program. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

SECTION 2. Ordinance 3581, Section 3 and K.C.C. 4.08.050 are 

hereby amended as follows: 

Insurance Fund. 

A. CREATION. There is hereby created an intragovernmental 

17 II service fund to be known as the insurance fund. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

B. PERMISSIBLE USES. Permissible uses of the insurance fund 

shall be limited to the following: 

1. Payment of claims and related costs; 

2. Payment of negotiated settlements and related costs; 

3. Payment of judgments and related costs; 

4. Payment of costs incurred in ( (e~) ) litigation or in 

24 II anticipation thereof, including but not limited to attorney's fees 

25 1/ and the costs of discovery and wi tnesses; 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

5. Payment of insurance premiums and related costs.~ 

6. Payment of program administration costs. 
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1 C. REVIEW. The operation of the insurance fund shall be 

2 II reported and reviewed « ~tHu'-ee'r':l:Y'» semi-annually on or about 

3 II March 31st and August 31st with the appropriate committee of the 

4 "council. The report shall include the amounts of all expendi tures 

5 I! made from the insurance fund1 settlements by insurance carriers in 

6 II behalf of the county 1 and all moneys recovered by the risk manager 

7 " or civil division for recovery of losses. Expenditures for 

8 \I claims, negotiated settlements, insurance settlements, judgments, 

9 II litigation, and their related costs and cost$ of recovery, 

10 " unrecovered losses, and recovered moneys shall be individually 

11 identified. 

12 SECTION 3. Ordinance 3581, Section 4 and K.C.C. 4.12.030 are 

13 hereby amended as follows: 

14 Office of Risk Management1 Duties of RM. 

15 A. CREATION. There is hereby created an office of risk 

16 management within the office of finance. The supervisor of the 

17 office of risk management shall be the RM, who shall report 

18 directly to the finance director. 

19 B. GENERAL DUTIES OF RM. 

20 1. The RM shall be responsible for administration of the 

21 risk management program. 

22 2. The RM shall coordinate with «8ne-ae~±se» the civil 

23 division on contractual matters giving rise to «pess±e:l:e» 

24 potential liability on the part of the county. «Spee±f±ea:l::l:y, 

25 efte» The RM shall «8e~±se-ane-'r'eeefflfflene-ee-efte» seek the advic 

26 of the civil division «8ne-*±n~-€etlney-depa'r'efflenes» as to 

27 appropriate «eene'r'aeetla:l:-e:l:atlses-p'r'ev±e±n~-fe'r'-±ndemft±ey» 

28 language regarding insurance, indemnification, releases «,» and 

29 hold harmless «7ane-±nstl~anee» clauses. «~fte-RM-sfta:l::I: 

30 ±nstl'r'e--eftae-eefte~aeetla:l:-p~ev±s±ens-~e:l:ae±ft~-ee-±fteemft±eY-8fte 

31 

32 

33 
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1 he~cl-hB~ffl~ess-~eqtli~effleft~S-B~e-~e.iewecl-Bs-pB~~-e€-B-eee~cli"B~ecl 

2 p~eeess-p~ie~-~e-£ifta~i~B~ieft-e£-saicl-eeft~~Be~sT» Thereafter, 

3 lithe RM shall advise the director of executive administration and 

4 II other appropriate department heads and division managers 

5 i!concerning these matters as part of a coordinated process prior to 

6 II finalization of county contracts. 

7 II ((iT» 3. The RM shall be the ((ehBi~maft» chairperson of 

8 II of the committee and ((7-B~-~he-~eqtles~-e€-~fie-eemffli~eee,» shall 

9 II advise the committee concerning insurance ((e"cl-se~€-i"stl~B"ee 

10 p~epesa~s-aftcl-~is~-fflafte~effleft~-fteecls-aftcl-eeses», risk management 

11 policies, broker selection and other appropriate matters. 

12 II (((~Tt» 4. With the approval of the committee, ((The» 

13 the RM ((may-fte~~~iB~e-wi~h-iftstl~Bftee-h~e~e~s-€e~-Bfty-eype-e£ 

14 iflstl~Bftee-Bftcl-may-~eeefflmeftcl-ehae-~he-eemfflmi~~ee-eft~B~e-~fie 

15 se~.iees-e£-stleh-h~e~e~s» shall select appropriate insurance 

16 brokers by use of a competitive bidding process for the marketing 

17 of insurance and related services. 

18 ((f4Tt» 5. The RM shall be responsible for the purchasing 

19 and administration of all such insurance policies, funded 

20 self-insurance programs, and related services as are consistent 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

with good risk management policy and the needs of the county. In 

purchasing ((~is~-mBftB~emefte» insurance policies, the RM shall 

obtain the ((ecl.iee» approval of the committee ((eftcl-ene 

Bpp~e.B~-e£-ehe-eAe». 

((f§Tt» 6. The RM shall advise all county departments, 

divisions, and other county agencies regarding risk management and 

reduction of risk and exposure to loss, including programs and 

precautions for safety to reduce hazards to the public that may 

exist in county facilities and operations. The RM shall cooperate 
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with the safety manager in areas whereL in the opinion of the RM, 

the safety of employees and safety of the public requires 

coordinated programs. The RM shall also be responsible for 

answering all insurance or funded self-insurance coverage 

questions. Further, the RM shall be responsible for the 

evaluation of current and future county/departmental insurance 

coverage programs and have the authority to make recommendations 

where such action is in the best interests of the county. 

((t6.t)) 7. The RM shall have the power, subject to budge 

authorizations, to contract for such outside assistance and 

perform such other acts as are necessary to carry out his 

responsibilities in an expeditious manner 

((t~.t)) 8. The RM shall have the responsibility to 

((cles~gn-~ns~~enee-p~eg~emsT-~eeemmena-efte-eme~fte-e~-~ese~~es 

ee-Be-eseeBltsfteaT-aeee~m~ne-ena-~eeemmena-efte-Bpp~e~~tBee 

~eeeneten-levels)) establish reserve requirements for all 

claims and lawsuits and recommend financing plans and budget 

actions to assure that adequate resources are available to meet 

risk management financing requirements. 

((t8.t)) 9. The RM shall have responsibility for risk 

identification, control and reduction; including authority to mak 

recommendations to all county departments, divisions and agencies 

regarding safety of the public using county facilities or 

services. ((~fte-RM-sftBll-see~-efte-ecl~~ee-e~-efte-SB~eey-mBftBge~ 

efta-eeepe~eee-efta-sfte~e-tft~e~mBeteft-wteft-efte-empleyee-se~eey 

p~eg~em-B~e-sftell-nee-fte~e-~espenStBtltey-~e~-emp~eyee-sefeey.)) 

((B.)) C. DUTIES OF RM RELATING TO CLAIMS. 

1. The RM shall have the power to employ the services of 

such claims specialists or other parties as are necessary to 

process claims in an equitable and expeditious manner. 
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2. The RM shall cooperate with the civil division in 

coordinating information pertinent to claims and «e±8ims» 

lawsuits against the county. 

3. For «meee~-veft~e±e-p~epe~ey-68m8~e-e±8~ms-ef-f~¥e 

eftetlS8ft6-6e±±8~s-e~-±eSS7-aft6-£e~-8±±-eefte~-e±8~ms-ef-ewe 

eftetlS8ft6-6e±±8~s~e~-±ess» all claims of fifty thousand dollars 

or less, the RM shall make final disposition: Provided that, 

for all claims over two-thousand five-hundred dollars the RM shall 

seek the advice of the civil division prior to final disposition. 

4. «~e~-meee~-veft~e±e-p~epe~ey-68m8~e-e±8~ms-ef-~~e8ee~ 

eft8ft-fi¥e-eftetiS8ft6-6e±±8~S7-aft6-fe~-8±±-eefte~-e±8ims-ef-~~e8ee~ 

eft8ft-eWe-eftetlS8ft6-6e±±8~S7-efte-RM-sft8±±-ft8¥e-efte-8tiefte~~ey-ee-6efty 

efte-e±8im~--±£-efte-RM-6eee~m~fteS-eft8e-Stieft-a-e,±8~m-Sftetl±e-ee-p8te, 

eheft-he-sfta±±-~eeemmene-p8ymene-e£-ehe-e±8im-ee-efte-eemmteeee~ 

5~ Tfte-RM-sft8±±-~e~iew-8±±-e±8~ms-e¥e~-efte~fttlfte~ee 

£~£ey-6e±±8~s-wieh-efte-ei~i±-di¥±sien-afte-Sft8±±-eeftsiee~-efte 

aev~ee-e£-efte-e±~±±-d±v±s±en-wfteft-ea~ing-aee±eft-eft-8-e±8tmT 

6T» The RM shall maintain complete histories of all claims 

and claims litigation, insured or funded self~insurance, loss 

histories, and investigations of claims «8ftd-iftet6efte-~epe~es». 

The RM shall be responsible to insure that complete files are 

maintained of all claims «eftee~ee» asserted against the county 

and all incidents reported to the office of risk management 

sufficient to document at least a five year claims history. 

«e~» D. REPORTS. The RM on or before «08ftti8~y ~eeh» 

26 March 31st of the subsequent year shall report to the council the 

27 total number and amount of all claims filed against the county and 

28 the number and amounts of all claims paid by the county during the 

29 preceding calendar year, including totals of information required 

30 in the «~tl8~ee~±y» semi-annual report of the insurance fund. 

31 

32 

33 
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The RM shall make an annual report to the committee and the 

council regarding insurance coverage and the level of retained 

risk «ene-meneft~1-~epe~e-ee-efte-cemm~eeee~en-efte-seeetis-e~-e~~ 

e~e~mg-ene-efte-~eve~-e£-~ege~veg)). 

SECTION 4 •. Ordinance 3581, Section 5 and K.C.C. 4.12.040 are 

hereby amended as follows: 

Risk Management Committee. 

A. CREATION AND COMPOSITION. There is created a risk 

9 management committee to be composed of the following individuals, 

10 or their designee: RM, safety manager, chief civil deputy, and 

11 II «mene~e~-e£-efte-l:H:te~ee-6~v~g~en)) budget director. The RM shall 

12 II chair the committee. The safety manager shall be a nonvoting 

13 II member of the committee and shall serve to inform and advise the 

14 II committee on safety matters and coordinate employee safety 

15 II programs with risk identification and control functions of the 

16 II commi t tee. 

17 B. DUTIES OF COMMITTEE. The risk management committee shall: 

18 l. «~he-eemm~eeee-sfte~~)) Make recommendations to the 

19 " council and executive regarding risk management pol icy and shall 

20 II cause such pol icy to be es tabl ished and kept current « T) ) 1.. 

21 2. «~fte-eemm~eeee-sfte~~)) Have the power to approve the 

22 II selection of « eppe~ne)) all insurance brokers submi t ted to it, as 

23 " a result of a competitive bidding process( (T)); 

24 3. «~he-eemm~eeee-sfte~~)) Render advice to the RM on 

25 II matters concerning the purchase of insurance policies and advise 

26 II on the design of insurance and funded self-insurance 

27 II programs ( (T))1.. 

28 4. «~he-eemm~eeee-sfte~~-~ev~ew-en1-~eeemmefteae~ens-e~-ehe 

29 il RM-£e~-pa1mene-e£-e~a~mg-g~eaee~-ehan-ewe-ehetigafte-ee~~a~s-+£~ve 

30 " eftetiSane-6e~~a~s-£e~-meee~-veft~e~e-6ama~e-e~a~mst7-efte-sha~~ 

31 

32 

33 

-7-



~ 

'-.. 

'8428 

1 ~eeemmena-d±s~es±e±en-e£-s~eh-e~a±ms-ee-ehe-£±nax-~aymene 

2 a~ehe~±eY7-as-des±gnaeea-ey-Seee±en-8-e£-eh±s-e~d±nanee.)) Advise 

3 II the RM concerning matters of risk management policy; and 

4 5. «The-eemm±eeee-sha~~-meee-en-a-~eg~xa~-eas±s-ae 

5 ~ease-enee-a-meneh.--S~ee±a~-meee±ngs-may-ee-eax~ea-ey-ehe 

6 eha±~man-ana-may-ee-~e~~eseea-ey-any-memee~-e£-ehe-eemm±eeee.)) 

7 Approve the purchase of all insurance policies. 

8 «6. The-eemm±eeee-sha~x-s~bm±e-an-anntla~-~e~e~e-ee-ehe 

9 ee~ne±x-summa~±~±ng-dee±s±ens-maae-by-ehe-eemm±eeee-d~~±ng-ehe 

10 yea~-ana-eehe~-~e~e±nene-maeee~s. 

11 +. The-eemm±eeee-sha~~-~ev±ew-~±s~-±dene±£ieae±enT 

12 ~~evene±enT-ana-eene~e~-eenee~ns-ee-advise-ehe-RM-±n-maeee~s 

13 1/ ~e~aeea-ee-ehe-sa£eey-e£-ehe-~~b~±e-±n-ee~ney-£ae±xieies-ana 

14 II e~e~ae±ens.--The-RM-ana-sa£eey-manage~-she~xaT-as-membe~s-e£-ehe 

15 . eemmieeee7-eee~einaee-sa£eey-~~e~~ams-ana-sha~e-±ft:€et'maeieR 

16 ~exaeecl-ee-~±s~-±n-eaeh-e£-ehe±~-~es~eee±ve-a~ea9-e£-eeReet'R.) ) 

17 SECTION 5. Ordinance 3581, Section 6 and K.C.C. 4.12.050 are 

18 hereby amended as follows: 

19 Role of Prosecuting Attorney. 

20 II A. LEGAL ADVISOR OF COUNTY. This section is consistent with 

21 and implements in part state law, RCW 36.27.020, which makes the 

22 prosecuting attorney the legal advisor of the county. 

23 B. DUTIES. 

24 1. The prosecuting attorney, in accordance with state law, 

25 RCW 36.27.020, shall be primarily responsible for the defense of 

26 all «e~a±m9)) lawsuits against the county, or against county 

27 officials «e~))L employees or authorized agents acting in good 

28 faith within the scope of their official county duties, except 

29 where insurance or service contracts provide for defense. The 

30 

31 

32 

33 II - 8 -



" 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

18428 

prosecuting attorney may contract with outside counsel for legal 

services where appropriate «T-s~eh-as-ift-~he-ee~eftge-e~-eem~xe~ 

exaims-±aws~ies)). 

2. The civil division shall provide legal advice to the RM 

regarding the disposition of all claims against the county. 

3. The civil division shall keep the RM advised of the 

7 current status and progress of all claims litigation. 

8 4. The civil division shall direct any recommendations for 

9 settlement of claims ££ lawsuits to the authority designated by 

10 Section~ 4.12.030 and 4.12.080 as having final settlement 

11 authori ty. In recommending settlement of claims or lawsui ts, the 

12 civil division shall consult, in conjunction with the risk 

13 management office, with the department, division or other county 

14 agency most involved with the litigation and/or named as a party 

15 to the lawsuit. 

16 5. In reviewing contract «e±a~ses)) language involving 

17 II « ifteemfti~1)) indemnif ica tion, releases, hold harmless clauses or 

18 II insurance matters, the civil division shall «see~-efte)) provide 

19 a d vic e « e £)) tot he RM. 

20 6. The chief civil deputy of the civil division shall 

21 II resolve any and all questions relating to the following issues: 

22 a. Whether a county official( (e~) )L employee or 

23 authorized agent acted in good faith within the scope of his or 

24 II her off ic ial county du ties i and 

25 b. Whether, for purposes of the issues raised by a 

26 1/ particular «e±aims)) claim ££ lawsuit, a person is in fact a 

27 II county off ic ial ( (e~) ) L employee or authorized agent. 

28 II SECTION 6. Ordinance 3581, Section 7 and K.C.C. 4.12.060 are 

29 II hereby amended as follows: 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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Duties of County ((ft~efte~es)) officers, employees and 

authorized agents. 

A. COOPERATION. All county departments, divisions ((eftcl 

eefte~-ee~ftey)) ~ agencies and the officers, employees and 

authorized agent~ thereof are hereby directed to cooperate fully 

and in good faith with the RM and civil division in ((e~~-meeee~s 

~fte~~cl~ft~)) the' investigation ((~ftve~V~ft~-6~SpeS~e~eft)) and 

defense of claims and ((efte-seee~emefte-aftcl-de£eftse-e£-e~aims)) 

lawsuits. ((A~~~depa~emeftes7-6~v~s~efts-aftcl-eehe~-ee~ftey-a~efte~es 

a~e-fte~eey-6~~eeee6-ee-p~eV~6e-S~eft-~ft£e~mae~eft-es-~e~~eseecl-eftcl 

ee-eefte~w~se-ess~se-efte-RM-eftcl-e~v~~-6~V~S~eft-~ft-efte-cle£eftse-e£ 

e~a~ms-±ews~~es.)) When deemed necessary by the chief civil 

deputy or deputy prosecutor assigned to the case, such assistance 

may include, but not be limited to, the providing of testimony and 

15 exhibits for use in litigation. Any request for information by 

16 the office of risk management shall be considered a request by the 

17 II civil division. 

18 B. FORBIDDEN ACTS. Except as specifically directed by the RM 

19 II or civil division, no county department, division or other county 

20 II agency, and no county official ((e~))L employee, or authorized 

21 II agent acting individually or collectively, may engage in the 

22 II following acts: 

23 II 1. Negotiate or otherwise affect the settlement of a claim 

24 lIor ((e~e~ms)) lawsuit against the county; 

25 2. Make an admission of liability involving a claim or 

26 ((e±e~ms)) lawsuit against the county. 

27 3. Discuss with persons who are not county employees 

28 incidents which could reasonably lead to claims or ((e~e~ms)) 

29 lawsuits against the county; or 

30 

31 

32 
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4. «~fte-€A8-~ft~e~~ft-~fte-RM-~fta~~-ea~se-~e-be-p~ep8~ecl 

s~eft-±ft£e~ma~~eft-8s-~s-neee~sa~y-ancl-~fte-±mp~emefte8e~eft-e£-s~efi 

me~ftecls-e£-cl~ssem~fta~~eft7-aS-a~e-re~~~~ecl7-~e-±n£e~m-ee~ftey 

emp~eyees-e£-~fte~~-respefts~b~~~~~es-~ft-~e~8e~eft-ee-~eecl-r~s~ 

m8ft8~emefte-pe~~ey)) Discuss with persons who are not county 

employees incidents which are the subject of eending claims 

or lawsuits. 

C. REPORTING ACCIDENTS AND INCIDENTS. «€e~ftey-eepa~emefteS7 

cl~~~s~efts-aftd-e~fte~-ee~ftey-a~efte~es-sfia~~-repe~e-~mmecl~aee~y-ee 

efie-RM-~fte-e~~e~mSe8fteeS-e£-afty-aee~cleft~-±ft¥e~~ift~-eetlftey-Yefiieles 

e~-e~fte~-ee~n~y-p~epe~~y)) In the event of an accident, incident 

or occurrence causing bodily injury or eroeerty damage involving 

county vehicles, eroperty or eersonnel acting within the scope of 

their emeloyment, the knowledgeable county officers, agents, 

emeloyees and authorized agents shall erovide notice to the office 

16 II of risk management as soon as practicable. Such notice shall 

V II include all reaSonably obtainable information with respect to the 

18 II time, place and circumstances of said accident, incident or 

19 II occurrence and the names and addresses of all knowledgeable county 

20 II personnel, injured or affected parties, and available witnesses. 

21 II SECTION 7. Ordinance 3581, Section 8 and K.C.C. 4.12.070 are 

22 

23 

24 

hereby amended as follows: 

Procedure for Handling Claims. 

A. PLACE FOR FILING; CONTENT. «~fte-p~8ee-£e~-£~~~ft~-e~8~ms 

25 a~a~ftse-efte-ee~fteY-~fta~~-be-~fte-e££~ee-e£-efte-e~e~~-e£-efte-ee~fte~~r 

26 ~ft-aeee~claftee-w~~ft-efte-seaee-~aw7-R€W-~6~45)) All claims against 

27 II the county for damages arising out of tortious conduct shall be 

28 II eresented to and filed with the clerk of the council. All such 

29 1\ claims shall be verified and shall accurately describe the conduct 

30 

31 

32 

33 
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1 and circumstances which brought about the injury or damage, 

2 describe the injury or damage, state the time and place the injury 

3 or damage occurred, state the names of all persons involved, if 

4 known, and shall contain the amount of damages claimed, together 

5 with a statement of the actual residence of the claimant at the 

6 !l time of presenting and filing the claim and,for a period of six 

7 "months immediately prior to the time the claim arose. If the 

8 "claimant is incapacitated from verifying, presenting, and filing 

9 !lhis claim or if the claimant is a minor, or is a nonresident of 

10 "the state, the claim may be verified, presented, and filed on 

11 IIbehalf of the claimant by any relative, attorney, or agent 

12 II representing him. With respect to the content of such claims this 

13 Ilsection shall be liberally construed so that substantial 

14 II compliance will be deemed satisfactory. 

15 B. PERIOD AND REQUISITES. ((A~~-e~afm~-a~afftse-efte-eetlftey 

16 II ~fta~~-be-£f~ee-wfeftffi-~fte-t'ei!'feH!i-5f:'eef£fee-by-5eaee-.j:aw,-ReW 

17 II 36"i"45"i"eH~,-£~em-~fte-~fme-eama~e-eeetl~~ee-ei!'-ffijtl't"y-wa~-5tl~eaffteeT 

18 lIl?fte-~ee:Itlf~f~e~-e£-~fte-e~ai:m-5fta~~-eemf:'~y-wH~ft-5~aee-~aw,-ReW 

19 II 36"i"45"i"e~e)) No action shall be commenced against the county for 

20 "damages arising out of tortious conduct until a claim has first 

21 II been presented to and filed with the clerk of the council. The 

22 II requirements of this section shall not affect the applicable 

23 II period of limitations within which an action must be commenced, 

24 II but such period shall begin and shall continue to run as if no 

25 II claim were required. 

26 c. TRANSMITTAL. The clerk of the council shall initiate the 

27 II processing of claim by immediately transmitting the original of 

28 II the claim to the RM ((wi:~ftffi-~fti!'ee-eay~-e£-£i:~ffi~)). The clerk of 

29 the council shall ((wf~ftffi)) at the same time ((pe~fee)) send a 

30 copy of the letter of transmittal to the civil division. 
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D. DISPOSITION. 

1. For ((moeo~-veh~e~e-~~o~e~~y-eama~e-e~~±ms-o£-£±ve 

~hotlsafte-eo~~a~s-o~-±eSS7-afte-£o~-a~~-oehe~-e±a~ms-o£-ewe 

~hotlsafte-eo±~a~s-o~-±ess)) all claims of fifty thousand 

dollars or less, the RM shall be the final payment authority and 

shall make final disposition by either granting or denying such 

claim~ Provided that, for all claims over two-thousand 

five-hundred dollars, the RM shall seek the advice of the civil 

division prior to final disposition. 

2. ((~o~-mo~o~-veh~e~e-~~e~e~~y-eama~e-e±~~ms-e£-~~e~eer 

~haft-£~ve-~hetlsafte-ee~~a~S7-afte-£o~-a~~-eehe~-e±~±ms-e£-~~eaee~ 

~haft-ewe-~hotlsafte-eO±~a~s7-~he-RM-sha±~-e±~he~-eefty-ehe-e~~±m-e~ 

~eeemmefte-~6ymefte-o£-~he-e~6~m-ee-~he-eemm±eeee~--~f-~he 

eemm~~eee-reeemmeftes-~aymefte-o£-ehe-e±6~mT-ehe-e~eetle~ve 

Sh6~~-~eeemmefte-~aymefte-ee-~he-eetlfte~~T--Paymefte-sh~~~-ftee 

be-m~ee-eft-~fte±v~etla±-e±6~mS-~ft~ess-a~~~ovee-by-~he-eetlfte±~; 

P~ev~eee7-~hae-~£-ehe-eotlfte~~T-~~eft-reee~~e-e£-efte-e~eetle~ve~s 

reeommeftea~~OftT-£a~±s-~e-cemmeftee-eenS~6e~6e~en-~ftereef 

W~~h~ft-£~£~eeft-we~~~ft~-e6ysT-~he-reeemmefteae~oft-sh6±~-be-eeemee-ee 

have-beeft-a~~~ovee-by-~he-eetlne~~T)) For all claims above fifty 

thousand dollars, the county executive shall make final 

disposition after receiving advice from the civil division and the 

RM. 

SECTION 8. Ordinance 3581, Section 9, and K.C.C. 

25 1/4.12.080 are hereby amended as follows: 

26 1/ Procedure for handl ing lawsui ts. 

27 II A. SERVICE OF PROCESS. Service of ((~~eeess)) a summons and 

28 II complaint on the clerk of the council shall constitute service on 

29 II the county for purpose of state law, RCW 4.28.080. 

30 
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1 B. SERVICE ON OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE. '8428 
Any county offlclat or 

2 lIemployee who is served with a summons and/or complaint in a 

3 ((e±8fm~)) lawsuit against the county or against any of its 

4 officials ((e~)), employees or authorized agents alleged to be 

5 ,acting in their official capacities shall immediately deliver 

6 I ((stleh-p~oee~~)) the summons and/or complaint to the clerk of the 

7 "council. 

8 C. DISTRIBUTION. The clerk of the council, upon accepting 

9 service of the summons and/or complaint shall ((wf~ftfR-eRe-e8y)) 

10 immediately deliver copies ((e£-~tleft-p~eee~~)) thereof to the 

III/civil division. The civil division shall docket the lawsuit and 

12 II send a copy of the ((p~eee~~)) summons and/or complaint to the 

13 II office of risk management ((fe~-eemmeR~~)). 

14 D. DEFENSE. The prosecuting attorney shall defend, or 

15 II provide for the defense, of all self-insured ((e±8fm~)) lawsuits 

16 II against the county or any of its officials( (e~))..!.. employees or 

17 II authorized agents acting in good faith within the scope of their 

18 II official duties: Provided that, such individuals discharge their 

19 II obligations as set forth in Section 4.12.060. 

20 E. SETTLEMENT. Final authority for settlement of 

21 II self-insured lawsuits shall be as follows: 

22 1. The RM, acting with the advice of the civil division, 

23 may authorize settlements of ((f~~e-~ftetl~8Re-6e±±B~~)) fifty 

24 thousand dollars or less ((fe~-meee~-~eftfe±e-p~epe~~y 

25 II e8m8geT-tlne-~we-~ftetl~8ne-ee±±8~~-e~-±e~~-fe~-tl±±-e~fte~-68mBge~1") ) • 

26 2 • ((Tfte-eAeT-tle~fn9-wf~ft-~fte-tlevfee-e£-~fie-ef~f± 

27 II e~~f~fenT-m8y-tlttefie~~~e-se~~±emen~s-e£-9~eB~e~-efi8n-ff~e-efietl~8Re 

28 II ee±±8~~-btl~-±ess-efi8n-ff£~'y-efiett~8Re-ee±±8~s-£e~-meee~-vefife±e 
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p't"epe~e.'t-dama~e,-aftd-~~eaee~-eftaft-ewe-efteljsal'ld-de~~a~s-elje-±ess 

eftaft-£~£ey-efteljsaftd-de~~ars-£e~-a~±-eefte~-dama~est)) 

((f37"t)) The executive, acting with the advice of the civil 

division and the RM, may authorize settlements of more than 

fifty thousand dollars ((e~-~~eaee~)). 

SECTION 9. Ordinance 3581, Section 10 and K.C.C. 4.12.090 are 

hereby amended as follows: 

Defense of county officers ((aftd))L employees and authorized 

agents. 

A. PURPOSE. The purpose of this section is to protect county 

11 II officers, employees, authorized agents and their marital 

12 communities from personal liability for acts committed by such 

13 ((e££~ee~s-aftd-emp~eyees)) individuals in good faith and within 

14 the scope of their official county duties. 

15 B. DETERMINATIONS OF SCOPE AND STATUS. The ((e~¥~~ 

16 d~¥~s~eft)) chief civil deputy shall determine any and all 

17 II questions relating to ((efte-£e~~ew~ft~-~ssljes"i" 

18 II (~) Wfteeft.e~-aees-pe~£e~ffted-ey-a-eeljfte.'t-ef£~ee~-e~-emp~eyee 

19 we~e-w~eft~ft-efte-~eepe-e£-eftae-pe~seftLs-e££~e~a~-eeljftey-elje~est-aft 

20 ~"i"--Wfteefte~,-£e~-plj~peses-e£-efte-~ssljes-~a~sed-ey-a-e~a~ffl 

21 II ~awslj~e,-a-pa~e~elj~a~-pe~sel'l-~s-~ft-£aee-a-eeljftey-e£f~e~a~-e't" 

22 II emp~eyee scope and status in accordance with Section 4.12.050B.6. 

23 II C. RESPONSIBILITY FOR DEFENSE. Where a county officer, 

24 II employee, authorized agent or the marital community of such 

25 ((e££~ee~-e~-emp~eyee)) person is sued in a ((e~a~ms)) lawsuit fo 

26 an act or alleged act falling within the scope of the 

27 II officer's ((er))L employee's or authorized agent's official dutie,,!, 

28 the prosecuting attorney shall be responsible for defense of that 

29 person or community in accordance wi th the procedures and 

30 
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1B;~S 

1 requirements specified in Sections 4.12.050, 4.12.060, 4.4.12.080~ 

2 and 4.12.090. 

3 D. EXCLUSIONS. This section shall not apply where a 

4 II ( (e~8:i:ms» claim or lawsui t is covered fully by insurance 

5 I' ( (ef-Wftefe-8-e:i:8:i:ms-:i:8wsl:t:i:e-8f:i:ses-el:te-e~-8-eell:tftey-e~f:i:eef~s-ef 
6 I emp:i:eyee~s-l:tse-e~-ft:i:s-pefSeft8:i:-¥eft:i:e:i:e». 
7 E. POSSIBLE CONFLICTS. Where a possible conflict exists 

8 \I between the county and a county official ((ef»~ employee or 

9 II authorized agent, acting in good faith within the scope of his or 

10 II her official ((eel:tftey» duties, ((8fH~-Wftefe-eeeft-8fe-ft8me€i-8s 

11 II p8fe:i:es-:i:ft-efte-S8me-e~8:i:ms-~8WSI:t:i:e) ), the prosecu t ing attorney may 

12 II (( €iee:i::i:fte-ee-fepfeSefte-eft8e-pefSeft-8ft€i-ft:i:s-m.8f:i:e8~-eeffifl'\l:tft:i:ey» at 

13 II his or her sole discretion, appoint outside counsel as a special 

14 II deputy prosecuting attorney to represent such persons. In such 

15 II cases (( Wftefe-efte-pfeseel:te:i:ft~-8eeefftey-€iee:i::i:fteS-fepfeSefte8e:i:eft) ) , 

16 II the county shall be respons ible for payment of (( fe8Seft8e:i:e 

17 II 8eeefftey~s-feeS-8ft€i» cos ts incurred in (( efte» such defense (( ef 

18 II efte-eel:tftey-e~~:i:e:i:8:i:-ef-emp:i:eyee». 
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NEW SECTION SECTION 10. Severability. Should any section, 

subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 

ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid for' any reason, 

such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

portions of this ordinance. 

INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this 2~ day of 

/11.~ , 1981 • 

PASSED this ~day of ~ ,1986. 

KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

~y~ 
Chairman 

ATTEST: 
/' 
/~ 

#c - ~. ctL-! ~ of the Council 

~ 
APPROVED ~ day of l1~rc..fA ,198E • 

\0~ 
King County Executive 
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